
HOW TO READ YOUR BILL 

Follow the numbers below as a guide to reading your new billing format. 

1. On-Peak Event Message: This message communicates the peak date and 

 time for the billing period. This window of time is determined by our wholesale     

 power provider. 

2 Grid Capacity Message: This message communicates the date within the 

 last 12 months that your electric service called for the greatest amount of 

 electricity.  

3. Monthly Base Charge: These are the costs to run CEC. This covers everything      

 from responding to outages to generating your monthly electric bill. Whether 

 crews are out maintaining the power lines or office staff are submitting a  

 regulatory filing; there are costs that exist regardless of how much power is 

 consumed in the month.  

4. Energy Charge (kWh): CEC purchases energy at a wholesale rate. This portion 

 of your bill is indexed to those wholesale costs. The wholesaler is primarily   

 passing along the cost of the fuel to generate the electricity with this             

 component.  

5. On-Peak Charge: This is based on how much energy you consumed during 

 the peak half-hour period during the month. The period is determined by the 

 wholesale power provider and is generally set during the most extreme weather  

 of the month or when the majority of consumers are experiencing a time of     

 higher than average energy consumption. 

6. Grid Capacity Charge: This element is based on what it costs to build the      

 distribution power grid to your home or business. This includes poles, wires, 

 transformers, and meters that bring the power from the substation to you. We 

 design the system to handle what we understand to be your highest need. The 

 investments made in these assets are long-term in nature and exist regardless of 

 what level of consumption is achieved. To recognize that, this component of 

 your bill is based on your highest demand for electricity within the last 12 months. 
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